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Protecting Montana Jobs in the Highway Bill
Statement of Senator Max Baucus
January 30, 2007

Mr. President, I rise today to commend the House
and Senate Appropriators for funding the Highway Trust
Fund at fiscal year 2007 levels in the introduced
Continuing Resolution. Unlike many programs in the
introduced Continuing Resolution which will have
funding frozen at 2006 levels, Highway funding will keep
pace with inflation and the commitments we made in the
Highway bill.

As Chairman of the Finance Committee and
Transportation Subcommittee I take great pride in
having authored much of the current Highway bill.

I

The funding authorized in the Highway bill is vital to
my home state of Montana. The Highway bill is
responsible for creating and sustaining 18,000 good,
high paying jobs from Ekalaka to Kalispell.

However, recently the revenues projected to flow
into the Highway Trust Fund have witnessed a shortfall.
This is likely due to several factors including the use of
more efficient vehicles and higher gas prices that
reduce consumption.

Accordingly, the Appropriators came to me and
Senator Grassley for assurances that the Finance
Committee will address any funding shortfall in the
Trust Fund for future years.
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If Senator Grassley and I could not assure an
adequate level of funding in future years, the
appropriators believed that they would be required to
freeze 2006 highway spending levels to ensure future
Trust Fund solvency.

Thousands of Americans rely on Highway Trust
Fund dollars for jobs and to complete construction
projects that are vital to their communities. In Montana
alone, we stood to lose of 2,200 jobs and tens of million
dollars in highway funding if the Continuing Resolution
froze highway spending at 2006 levels.

That is why I am glad to announce that my good
friend Senator Grassley joined me on a letter to
Chairman Byrd, and Senators Cochran, Murray, and
Bond pledging to fix the Highway Trust Fund's shortfalls
in future years.
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I am glad that the letter drafted by me and Senator
Grassley gave assurance to the Appropriators that we
will fix the Trust Fund problems in the Finance
Committee.

In Montana, ensuring the Highway Trust Fund's
solvency, and preserving the Highway Bill's 2007
funding will make a real difference in the lives of
working Montanans.

For example, over the course of the Highway bill
Shiloh Road in Billings is projected to receive $10
million paid out over five installments. If highway dollars
were frozen at 2006 levels, construction workers on
Shiloh road would have faced as much as-a $500,000
cut.
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It goes without saying to most residents in
Yellowstone County how important this project is for
Billings' economic development. In fact, according to
the Big Sky Economic Development Authority,
completion of Shiloh Road will mean more than $750
million in projected future economic growth in
Yellowstone County.

Cutting funding to this project would have had a
devastating impact on Yellowstone County's economic
growth. I'm proud that I could help preserve these
dollars.

In Kalispell, the Bypass is set to receive $30 million
over the life of the current Highway Bill. Freezing the
2006 highway funding would have cut as much as $1.5
million in highway construction budgets and jobs.
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The Kalispell Bypass promises to provide more
efficient access for thousands of tourists and
Montanans every year that drive to visit Flathead Lake
and Glacier Park.

According to the Montana Department of
Transportation construction alone on the Kalispell
Bypass will bring as much $400 million in economic
activity to the region. Not to mention greater access to
some of Montana and America's most beautiful country
- which is priceless.

Clearly, the Highway bill and its continued funding
are important to Montana's future. That is why I will fight
every step of the way to make sure we keep the dollars
as promised flowing to Montana.
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Finally, I want to say "Thank You" to Senators
Murray and Bond - The Chair and Ranking Members of

the Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee.
Senators Murray and Bond and their helpful staff
worked hard to make this Continuing Resolution work
for America's highways. I am sure the thousands of
others whose jobs were saved thank them too. This is
an important way forward in improving infrastructure in
the United States. I was proud to work on this measure
and I look forward to supporting our future highway
projects.
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